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  From the Desk of Jason El Koubi
As families around Acadiana send their children back to school, it’s a great 

time to reflect on the vital role the public education system plays in our region. 
Public schools impact our community’s quality of life and are critical for economic 
development. A quality public education system cultivates a well-prepared workforce 
and is frequently a top factor in business site location decisions. These are some of 
the many reasons One Acadiana’s members and investors see supporting our public 
schools as one of the organization’s top priorities.

Great things are happening in schools across Acadiana, and 1A’s Public 
Education Committee recently launched a “Get to Know a District” series to hear 
from superintendents across our nine-parish region about some of the highlights 
in their districts. We’re highlighting three things to celebrate in Acadiana’s biggest 
district, the Lafayette Parish School System (LPSS), as well as three opportunities on 
the horizon. We’re also sharing three best practices from some of our other districts 
around the region.

Three Things to Celebrate

1. Aligned leadership on Lafayette Parish School Board – Lafayette has faced its 
share of friction among the School Board in recent years, but that’s not the case 
anymore. There’s a fresh spirit of cooperation among the School Board and 
with Superintendent Aguillard, which is allowing the district to move forward. 

2. Graduation rate on the rise – The LPSS graduation rate has climbed to 75.9%, 
a 7.1 percentage point increase over the prior year. For the district’s African-
American students, the increase was even greater, at 12.1 percentage points. 
Plus, additional scholarship money is helping these graduates pay for college. 
This year’s class earned $7 million more in scholarships over the prior year. 

3. Strong stewardship of district resources – LPSS is making gains despite budget 
cuts, thanks to efforts to maximize existing resources. One of Dr. Aguillard’s 
first orders of business as the new superintendent was deploying 14 dormant 
licenses of the Fast ForWord literacy program. Utilization of those licenses is 
already paying dividends in improved reading scores, and the program will be 
expanding.

Three Things on the Horizon

1. School performance scores expected to rise – This month, the Louisiana 
Department of Education released results on last year’s LEAP tests, showing 
strong gains by students in Lafayette Parish and around the region. We expect 
this will translate into improved School Performance Scores and an improved 
District Performance Score, a positive sign for the future of our community. 

2. Rezoning will help balance enrollment across the district – Demographic 
patterns and popular programs at particular schools have caused some 
campuses to be over-capacity while others have empty classrooms. The 

rezoning process underway is intended to better distribute students and utilize 
the district’s facilities more efficiently. 

3. A renewed push for school facility improvements – Once rezoning takes 
effect, and existing space has been maximized, we should take another look 
at investing in our public school infrastructure. LPSS has 483 temporary 
classrooms, meaning more than one in five classrooms is in a portable 
building. Lafayette High School has had temporary buildings on campus since 
its construction in 1952. It’s time we fix that.

Three Best Practices from Around the Region

1. Iberia Parish has great school facilities – While Lafayette Parish has 483 
temporary classrooms, Iberia Parish has two, both of which are used for 
storage. Over the past 30 years, Iberia voters have approved five successive 
bond propositions for school facility improvements. With funds dedicated to 
specific projects, voters can see the return on their investment. 

2. Jeff Davis Parish is investing in pre-K – For nearly 15 years, Jeff Davis Parish 
has offered universal pre-kindergarten for all district students. Early childhood 
education is one of the best investments we can make in our future. Research 
shows a return of more than $8 for every $1 invested, given the increased 
future earnings for students with access to high-quality pre-K programs. 

3. Vermilion Parish has the “Best School District for Your Buck” – According to 
Nerdwallet, Vermilion Parish Schools offers the best value to homebuyers of 
any district in Louisiana. The district has one of the highest graduation rates 
and highest average ACT scores in the state, with a relatively low median home 
value. 

We have much to celebrate and much to look forward to as we kick off another 
school year in Acadiana. 1A’s vision is to make Acadiana one of the most sought-
after regions in the South for business and talent, and we know the foundation for 
that is great public schools. Join us as we continue our “Get to Know a District” 
series and work to support public education around the region.

Focused on Forward,
Jason



  RIBBON CUTTINGS/GRAND OPENINGS

The Grouse Room - Ribbon Cutting 1 Year Anniversary - Thursday, July 14, 2016

Curly Couture - Grand Opening - Saturday, August 6, 2016

Fashion Statements - Grand Opening - Saturday, July 30, 2016


